Fact Sheet
Fish Consumption Advisory for Striped Bass in Lake Powell

October 25, 2012

Background

Since 2000, the Utah Division of Water Quality (UDWQ) has collected fish tissue samples for
mercury analysis from fish in 322 waterbodies throughout the state, including Lake Powell.
UDWQ currently uses the EPA published ambient water quality criterion for methylmercury for
the protection of people who eat fish and shellfish. This criterion is 0.3 milligrams (mg)
methylmercury per kilogram (kg) fish tissue wet weight. Sites with mean methylmercury
concentrations of >0.3 mg/kg are put through additional statistical tests to determine if a
consumption advisory is necessary.

History of Lake Powell sampling

Since 2005, 308 fish tissue samples (283 Striped Bass) have been collected from Lake Powell.
The following is a breakdown of samples collected by year:

2005: 31 Striped Bass, 20 Smallmouth Bass and 5 Channel Catfish sampled from 7 different
locations

2008: 150 Striped Bass sampled from Navajo Canyon, Wahweap and Padre Bay
2009: 72 Striped Bass sampled from Neskahi, Rincon and Good Hope Bay
2010: 30 Striped Bass sampled from Navajo Canyon and Padre Bay

Statistical analysis of the sampling data indicates that the mean methylmercury value for
Striped Bass in the southern portion of Lake Powell (south of Dangling Rope Marina) is above
the 0.3 mg/kg criterion used in Utah to determine fish consumption advisories.

Methylmercury tissue values for Striped Bass north of Dangling Rope marina as well as other
fish species (Largemouth Bass, Smallmouth Bass and Channel Catfish) do not exceed the 0.3
mg/kg criterion.

Rationale for Splitting Lake Powell

Some have suggested that an advisory for Lake Powell should be lake wide to avoid any
confusion. The current advisory was issued for only the southern portion of the lake primarily
because the fish tissue concentrations support this action. Further, Lake Powell is



approximately 140 miles long and has only four vehicle access points that allow boat launching
and supply fuel. These include Hite, Bullfrog, Halls Creek and Wahweap. The limited number of
access/fueling points on Lake Powell and the distance between them limits the number of
anglers traveling the entire length of the Lake. Dangling Rope Marina is the most logical
delineating point, as it is located mid reservoir and it is known that most boaters do not travel
the entire length of the reservoir. They tend to recreate and fish near the areas they launch
and fuel. The goal of this advisory is to be protective of public health without deterring people
from including striped bass from Lake Powell in their diets as per the recommendations of the
consumption advisory.

Consumption Guidelines for Southern Lake Powell

Public Health, Environmental and Wildlife agencies from Utah and Arizona are jointly issuing a
mercury fish advisory for striped bass in the southern portion of Lake Powell from Dangling
Rope marina to the dam.

e Pregnant Women and children under age 6 should limit their consumption of Striped
Bass to one 4-ounce meals per month.

e Women of childbearing age and children ages 6 to 16 should limit their consumption of
Striped Bass to two 8-ounce meals per month.

e Adult women past childbearing age and men older than 16 should limit their
consumption of Striped Bass to eight 8-ounce meals per month

An 8-ounce serving is equivalent to the size of two decks of playing cards. According to an
analysis completed by the Utah Department of Health, eating more than the amounts noted in
the advisories over a long period of time could result in an intake of mercury that exceeds the
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency health recommendations.

For a complete list of all Utah Mercury Fish Consumption Advisories please visit the following
website: www.fishadvisories.utah.gov

For additional information on the Lake Powell consumption advisory, please contact John
Whitehead at jwhitehead@utah.gov or (801)536-4314.
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